
NEW ELECTIVES, PART 1:  ROBOTICS 

By Cynova Laney 

 

Students at Walnut Bend School have been working hard and are 

discovering new ways to improve and tinker with robotics.  During 

this fun class in electives, the students have learned what it takes to 

build, code, and make a fully functional robot.  We have recently 

finished our robots and are now starting to experiment with differ-

ent designs.  Some made catapults, some made arms, and some 

made it tri-wheeled with rotating beams. 

For the novice who may not be familiar with robotics, it is the 

brance of technology that deals with the design, construction, oper-

ation, and application of robots.  Most robots today are used to do 

repetitive actions or jobs considered too dangerous for humans.  

Robots can be used in factories to build things like cars, candy bars, 

and electronics. 

Twelve students are enrolled in robotics this year.  There are some 

difficult aspects of the class but in the end it’s an eye opening expe-

rience for all 
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CAREER DAY AT THE BEND 

Each year, Walnut Bend teachers put together a Career Day for the students.  The purpose of this event is to help 

students learn more about potential careers, the educational requirements of the careers, and other information 

that would be helpful in choosing a career.  Young students often fail to make the connection between their cur-

rent education and the careers which require the skills they learn while in school.  Many of the presenters rein-

forced the need for the skills they learn in math and science, as well as emphasizing education as a whole.  Spe-

cial thanks this year to Mrs. Roundtree and Mrs. Holle for organizing the day and our many presenters who took 

the time to be part of this event.. 

Newsletter Spotlight 

NEW ELECTIVES, PART 2:  THEATER ARTS AND ART 

Carlie Jones and Alondra Castillo 

Article by Mrs. Hazel 

Walnut Bend Theatre Arts has been in full swing this year.  The Junior High joined up with the younger grades 

to entertain the community during the holidays by presenting "A Pirates Christmas".  The students sang as well 

as danced in this fun-filled musical about the meeting between vacationing elves and a band of pirates.  The 

Christmas program was swiftly followed by the one act play "Storybook Reunion Murders".  In this funny mys-

tery the cast, played by all the middle school, act out a reunion of fairytale characters that witness two murders at 

their class reunion.   

Coming up!!!  On May 21st we will have our last production of the year, the musical "Recess".  Ms. 

Quackenbush (Courtney Wilhoit) has just taken over a class for a teacher who has had a nervous break-

down.  She quickly realizes that even the principal, Mrs. Crabapple (Mia Laney) has been adversely affected by 

this group of misfits.  Can she get them ready for their next grade to land a permanent spot teaching or will she 

too suffer the effects of this wild class?  We hope you can join us for our last production of the year. 

The Art students have been working on numerous projects.  Many of these will be on display at Open House on 

April 19, 2018. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S BLOG 

BY MRS. SIKES 

 

Working at Walnut Bend as the Principal/Superintendent has been a very rewarding experience.  The staff and 

the students have made my job at The Bend a wonderful experience.   

 

I am excited about some of the progress we have made during these two years.  There have been several en-

hancements and repairs made to the facilities — including the repair of a leaky roof, the purchase of a small 

bus for our local route, a few landscaping improvements, improved technology, and an outside classroom. 

 

Academically, we have expanded our intervention program to include an interventionist, Mrs. Pierce, who has  

helped many students improve their academic skills.  We have added an Academic Coach, Mrs. Holle, who 

works with teachers to enhance their skills both in academics and in technology.  Our Middle School Science 

teacher, Mrs. Hazel,  has added science labs and hands-on activities that have increased student engagement.  

Our 1st and 2nd grade teacher, Mrs. Hellinger, has created an innovative learning environment in which stu-

dents work in small groups and at seating that meets their individual preferences.  Our Student Council, under 

the direction of Mrs. Probst, has worked hard to add a little culture for our students through presentations by 

outside theater groups.  Our teachers have increased student progress by having students self-monitor their 

progress and set goals for improvement.  Teachers have also begun using “I Can” statements in their student 

objectives to help students direct their attention to their learning for the day. 

 

I am most proud of our staff and students for the new programs they have begun this year.  Robotics is off to a 

great start.  Students have used their problem-solving skills to create robots that perform specific tasks.  Stu-

dents have also learned coding skills during their computer time and in their classrooms.  We discovered we 

have many talented students through their acting skills in Theater Arts and in their creative skills during art 

class.  It has been a real joy this year to see their talents in both of these areas blossom as students share their 

talents. 

 

Enrollment has increased to the point that we are “busting at the seams” in some classrooms.  It is obvious 

that our school has earned a reputation as a school that cares about students and provides an atmosphere of 

learning for all.  I have had parents tell me this when they call to inquire about a transfer. 

 

I feel we have made several gains during my two years here, and I feel certain that progress will continue to 

be made.  I wish our staff and students much success in their future endeavors. 

 

WALNUT BEND ATHLETICS 

YEAR AT A GLANCE 

 

 

Elena Morrison 

Article by Coach Scally 

 

 

Cross County: Our athletes started every morning by running with great effort. Coming together 

and going to cross county meets with these students was so much fun. They were able to turn a bor-

ing race into a great time. So many kids were able to reach their full potential. Some kids didn’t 

even realize how great they really were at running. I feel for next year our numbers will grow.  

Volleyball: Great improvement from both the A team and the B team, being able to work together 

as a team was amazing. We were able to win games that the girls didn't even expect to win. Next 

year will be lights out for sure. I am having a lot of the younger girls coming up next year that will 

be a big help. I can't wait for next year to see what volleyball has in store for us. Many of the girls 

were able to step up and to be able to see how far they came in skills. All of these players made tre-

mendous improvement through our season.  A big shout out to all the players for their hard work 

and dedication to the season.  

Basketball: We started out rough in our basketball season, but towards the end of the season we 

were truly seeing great improvement from both girls and boys! The kids were getting more confi-

dent in passing, dribbling and even shooting. I know the wins weren’t in our favor this year, but as a 

coach that doesn't matter to me. The kids having fun and showing dedication to the sport is what 

truly matters to me. Some 4th graders coming up will be a big help in both boys and girls. I will be 

looking into hosting some basketball camps and volleyball camps this summer to really help im-

prove the skills of each player.  

Walnut Bend ISD commits itself to developing all of our children mentally, morally, and emotionally so 

that every student is prepared to meet the challenges and rigors of a dynamic, changing world. 

Walnut Bend Students Are:  Proud, Inquisitive, Respectful, Achievers, Team players, Expecting the best, 

Success oriented …. they are the PIRATES! 

Upcoming school events:     April  10th and 11th — STAAR Testing in grades 4,5,7, 8 

April 12th — Tortoise & the Hare Presentation   April 16th — School Holiday 

April 19th — Open House and Awards   April 24th — PK & K Round Up 


